Toolbox:
Vehicle Selection Tools

There are two stages to selecting the right
low emission vehicle for your task –
specifying the right class of vehicle and,
from the options available, identifying the
most suitable model.
DPTI provides two on-line tools that can help
you select a low emission vehicle that meets
your needs. The first is designed to help you
match a vehicle class to the driving task, and
the second allows comparison between two
vehicle models.
Vehicle Class Specification
While many people have an idea of what
class of vehicle they need, some haven’t
considered what might be most suitable.
It is not uncommon for people to specify a
class of vehicle for a driving task they might
undertake one day, rather than prioritising
the typical daily drive. The result is, typically,
an over-spec vehicle and ongoing higher fuel
bills and emissions.
In addition to selecting the right class of
vehicle, it is important to match the fuel and
technology type to your typical drive. For
example, modern diesel vehicles often need
to be driven at highway speeds to allow
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proper function of the diesel particulate filter.
Hybrid vehicles offer bigger savings around
town, rather than on the open road.
The on-line class specification tool (see
below) asks a few simple questions about
passengers, freight load, driving context and
total demand to help narrow down the
classes of vehicles that are likely to be most
suitable.

Vehicle Comparison
Once you have decided on the right class of
vehicle for your needs, you’ll need to select a
specific model.
There are several Australian Government
websites that can help you narrow down the
selection and, once you have done so, the
Vehicle Comparison Tool permits a financial
and environmental comparison of two
vehicles.
The Vehicle Comparison tool uses the rated
fuel efficiency of vehicles as well as your
projected driving task over the time you will
own the vehicle.
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